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Washington Parish Council Planning and Transport Committee Meeting

MINUTES of the Committee Meeting held on Monday, 15th December 2014 at Washington Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllrs C Beglan, L Britt, T Cook, P Heeley (chairman)
ALSO: Clerk to the Council Petrina Kingham

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 2
ABSENT: Cllrs M Turley and S Jolley
Councillor Heeley opened the Meeting at 19.45 hrs

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Turley (holiday), no word had been received from Cllr Jolley.
2. Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations 

There were no declarations of interest made
3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning & Transport Committee meeting 

The minutes of the Meeting of 17th November 2014 were AGREED as being a correct record and duly signed by the Chairman. 
4. Public question time
The Chairman invited the members of the public present to speak at 19.47.
The matter of Lupin Cottage was raised and the question posed as to why after the DC (South) meeting had unanimously opposed the application after 4 weeks no enforcement case had been set up.  Cllr Heeley reported that in a recent update he had been advised that two officers had visited that site and that a further application might be received.  It was felt by the members of the public present that the delay and the further implication of another application being allowed made a complete mockery of the planning system. The work had effectively been completed.
The matter of the RMC site was raised and Council was thanked for the clarification on the soft landscaping works which had now been received from Hazel Corke.  Cllr Heeley clarified that the ‘footpath to nowhere’ was in fact the footpath coming off Water Lane.  There was concern over the ingress into the side of Hampers Lane on the western boundary and the potential of possible slippage.  It was unclear if subsidence occurred who would deal with the aftermath.
5. Planning applications and consultations:
No applications had been received for consideration at the time of the Agenda being made available.
6. Enforcement issues update

EN/14/0391 Sandhill Lodge
Cllr Turley asked that the Clerk contact John Attfield over (unauthorized structure) potential breach and request a deadline for the planning proposal to be received.  The Clerk had advised that the deadline given was 1st December 2014. Despite chasing for a further update it appeared that no plans had been submitted.  
DC/14/0457 – Lupin Cottage
The Clerk drafted and emailed a letter to HDC on 4th December 2014 (copying in Chris Lyons and the District Councillors) expressing the Council's support for the decision to refuse the application an asking for an update in enforcement.  The Clerk also advised HDC that work continues on the site.  Cllr Heeley read from a letter received from Robert Orme regarding the completion of the work and re-iterated that he had been advised Mr Cheadle and Mrs Hartley from HDC compliance had met with the owners and their planning advisors and after discussions the owners and advisors were considering submitting a further application. Councillors were of the view that as the application was refused on 17th November compliance proceedings should be issued and wished the Clerk to write to Horsham District Council requesting a reason for the delay.
7. To receive planning department decisions
Councillors NOTED the following decisions:

* Washington Parish Council had no objections to these applications

*Application Number DC/14/1798
Decision: Application Permitted

Site:
Chancton Lea Chestnut Close Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3PA

Description:
Fell two dead Birch Trees (Tree Preservation Order)

Date of Decision:
13/11/2014

*Application Number:
DC/14/2172
Decision:Application Permitted

Site:
Ridgeways Georges Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JH 

Description:
Fell 1 x Beech Tree (Tree Preservation Order)

Date of Decision:
14/11/2014

8. Appeals
none advised
9. Transport issues

To review discuss and recommend the appointment of a suitable contractor to undertake the collection and gritting contract for Heath Common

The Clerk had received three applications to undertake this work.  Details of the first applicant had been circulated with his insurance documents prior to the meeting.  His Public Liability Insurance cover was 2 million with a top-up policy of 10 million as a requirement of his work with WSCC.  The cover of 2 million had been deemed adequate by Zurich in respect of the contractor used for Washington.  Details of the further applicants were discussed at the meeting itself.  The Clerk confirmed that the two later applicants were yet to send her their insurance documents but as both carried out work for WSCC the PLI cover would be circa 5 million. As all applicants were ideally suited to the role Councillors opted to secure the services of the first to come forward MM Enviro.  The Committee therefore AGREED to RECOMMEND that MM Enviro be secured and that the Clerk write to all the applicants thanking them for their interest and request their insurance documents and permission to keep their records on file for the future.
RMC Development

To review and recommend any further actions arising from the issues of screening, lighting, the bus shelter, the speed limit, ride quality of the new road surface and the footpaths (supporting information as of PCM 01.12.14)


Bus Shelter - WSCC / Highways Engineers sent an email to the former Clerk (July 17th 2013) explaining that 'the state of the current bus shelters will not allow for relocation'.  The Clerk has emailed Carol Heather (Bus Infrastructure Officer at WSCC) to ask her what the state of the shelter was at removal and who authorised its release to Sussex Police. The Clerk has contacted Mark Morgan who collected the shelter and has left a message for him to call.

Country Park - Cllrs Heeley, Whyberd and Cook had met briefly with Malcolm Westcott, Barratts, the previous week to discuss his plans for opening the footpath onto Hampers Lane, opposite Badgers Holt. Cllr Heeley read from a letter to the clerk from Mr Westcott, outlining the proposals:
Barratts require access along Hampers Lane to break through the screening around 5m south of the location 
of the proposed footpath to form a small area to store required materials (not machinery).  A copy of the proposals concerning the footpath and screening was circulated 05.12.14. A further copy of the plans showing the identified access was circulated on 05.12.14.  This will involve a low loader being used. Councillors asked the clerk to respond to Mr Westcott clarifying several issues.

Road Surface - Cllr Turley has raised the matter of the poor ride quality of the surface put down and in his view feels that this is not as a result of the materials used but of sub-standard workmanship. Cllr Heeley confirmed that councillors attending the meeting with Malcolm Westcott last week had been told they are aware of problems, and remedial works will shortly be undertaken.
Quick Fix Fund
To receive an update from Cllr Britt 
Councillors had received a map showing the proposed positioning of the gateways, and were of the opinion that this made sense. The style of the gates would need to be considered.
The Clerk was asked to arrange an appointment with a Highways Officer as advised by Ross Shepherd in order to confirm the feasibility of the locations before the bid was progressed further.  Councillors will need to consider as part of the proposal:

· Overall aim
· Why the gates are a priority for the community?

· How Washington Parish Council envisages delivering the project within this financial year?

· What will be the benefits for the local community?
A27 Campaign update
Update only - Added to WPC Website 04.12.14.  The Government is to invest £350m into improving the A27.  This will result in investment in a new bypass at Arundel, plus further improvements around Worthing, Lancing and Lewes, to link the A27 as a single route and remove traffic hotspots.  It is foreseen that this will address key blockages at Arundel, Worthing, Lancing to achieve dualling along the A27 corridor.
To review discuss and respond to the matter of grit provided by the Council being used for private driveways

A Parish resident has responded to the newsletter article 'don’t lock your grit bins' by asking whether the grit provided is just for use on roads or private driveways as well.  The bins concerned are in a private estate and refilled by the Parish Council.  The resident has asked that if the Council provides grit only for use on the roads whether a mail drop can be carried out to this effect.  Can the Council provide a response to the issue of private use of grit. Councillors considered that a mail drop was impractical, but asked the clerk to amend the wording of a proposed notice to go on every bin, incorporating this point.
Road Closures

Storrington Road - Access boxes for cabling - Two way signals 15.12.14 - 20.12.14
10. Any Other Planning and Transport issues:
DC/14/1720 - Land North of 6 Montpelier Cottages Old London Road Washington
It has been confirmed that this matter is 1st on the Agenda for the DM (South) meeting on 16th December.  Cllr Britt has confirmed she would speak on this application at the meeting. 
DC/14/0921 and 0925 Clayton Kennels
a. Chris Lyons has advised via an email dated 29th October 2014 that this matter is to likely be referred to DM (South) on 16th December.  Cllr Heeley has confirmed he will speak on this application at this meeting.  This matter is now not on the DM Agenda for 16th December.
b. To Review discuss and respond to the recommendations made by WSCC for access to the Kennels
Councillors discussed the proposed access criteria as recommended by WSCC and decided not to comment on this aspect of the application at this point.
Date of next meeting 19th January 2015
The meeting closed at 20:48
Signed…………………………………..



Dated………………………………..
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